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(Swarm Vivekananda). Of this mission it was said that it
"put the Vedanta on horseback * To it all men of whatever
race or religion should be helped to combat pain, disease and
disaster. Throughout India and Burma it has established
hospitals which are doing outstanding work, and no flood or
earthquake brings sorrow and death to any part of the land
without the solicitous attention of a body of zealous and
disinterested workers
And so Hinduism in these modern days is grappling with
its own mediaevalism. It is like Thomas Aquinas trying
to be an anti/fundamentalist. That it is finding modernity
an uncomfortable associate cannot be doubted. Hinduism,
indeed, was not built for these fussy and feverish days. Its
very essence is a brooding quiet; it looks with weariness on
human effort, and the piling up of a bland worldly comfort
must fill it with dismay. In the past, however, it has overcome
many internal inconsistencies, and we need not despair of its
reconciling the palpitating heart of the social reformer to its
own vast, cold wisdom. It is most likely to do so by merely
waiting. Its wisdom was there before the world knew the
meaning of modernity; it may be there when the last reforming
breath has been drawn.
Mohammedanism
A second Indian religion, Mohammedanism, must briefly be
noted here. It came with the Islamic invasions of India from
the year A.D. 1001. These invasions were by way of the North/
West Frontier from the central plains of Asia. There had,
it is true, been an infiltration of Islamic influences some three
centunes earlier, when Sind was dominated, but Hinduism
had almost succeeded m swallowing this extraneous pebble
when the sword of Islam was wielded so successfully against
the Aryans that m 1193 an Afghan ruler set up his govern/
ment at Delhi. That was the beginning of a religious
antagonism which has caused India much perturbation to
the present day. Whatever may be said of the religion of Islam